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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 


To  His  Excellency  John  M.  Palmer, 

Governor  of  the  Nate  of  Illinois  : 
The  Trustees  of  the  Illinois  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind, 
respectfully  report  and  request,  under  the  exigencies  of  this  Institution, 
that  this  report  may  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  at  an 
early  day. 

The  condition  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  demands  serious  consideration  from  the  legislators  of 
the  State,  charged  by  their  oaths  as  such  officers.  No  mere  formal  at- 
tention is  asked  to  the  presentation  now  made,  of  the  affairs  of  the  In- 
stitution, existing  as  a  wing  for  a  future  edifice,  and  that  so  inferior  to 
the  wants  of  the  Institution,  if  justice  were  done  to  a  body  of  unfortu- 
nates, not  the  subjects  of  crime,  but  the  youth  of  our  State,  who  in  God's 
providence  are  deprived  of  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  lite,  which 
deprivation  throws  them  upon  the  State  as  a  guardian,  who,  having  the 
ability,  should  at  once  put  aside  every  obstacle  and  do  justice  to  the 
most  meritorious  class  of  those  who  are  public  beneficiaries.  We  say 
this  in  no  disparagement  of  the  other  charities  of  the  State. 

We  feel  that  the  blind  of  Illinois  are  neglected.  The  original  Insti- 
tution was  burned  in  April,  1869.  Unless  prompt  measures  had  been 
adopted,  two  years  might  have  elapsed  or  more,  before  these  children 
could  have  been  ('ailed  together  for  their  education.  The  Trustees,  ad- 
vised by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  with  funds  from  the  insurance  of 
the  old  house  and  with  other  available  means,  erected  in  a  few  mouths, 
an  economical,  respectable  and  serviceable  brick  building.  This  stands 
in  part  on  the  site  of  the  old  building,  but  has  a  dead  wall  on  the  east 
end,  that  an  addition  may  be  made.  This  house  is  three  stories  high, 
with  a  basement. 

The  school  rooms,  music  rooms,  dining  room  and  bed  rooms  for  pupils, 
to  lodge  about  thirty-five  pupils,  used  exclusively  for  females,  as  w  ell  as 
apartments  for  the  officers  and  the  family  of  the  Superintendent,  are  in 
the  existing  wing  building,  there  being  no  main  structure. 

The  male  pupils  have  no  proper  or  suitable  rooms  of  any  kind.  Be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  sleep  in  a  detached  brick  house,  in  a  common 
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room,  once  used  as  the  shop  for  weaving  and  brash  making,  in  the  se- 
cond story  of  the  building.  This  temporary  arrangement  is  not  proper, 
for  many  reasons :  it  is  difficult  to  govern  pupils  when  so  many  lodge 
together;  cleanliness  is  not  so  well  observed  ;  health  may  be  impaired. 

The  whole  Institution  is  too  dwarfed  in  its  proportions  to  meet  the 
demands  of  justice  and  Christian  feeling  for  the  youthful  blind. 

If  the  Institution  was  equal  in  size  to  the  requisition  which  would  be 
made,  it  should  receive  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils.  Now  there  are 
sixty-six  pupils  in  the  Institution.  The  accommodations  are  not  credit- 
able to  our  State. 

The  work  shops  for  adult  blind  are  some  of  them  suspended ;  no  wea- 
ving is  carried  on  ;  and  yet  this  is  a  very  desirable  trade  for  the  blind. 
Everything  is  on  too  small  a  scale  about  the  buildings.  An  hospital  tor 
males  should  be  furnished.  Work  shops  are  required,  or  the  use  of  the 
original  shops  restored  to  the  proper  purpose,  if  dormitories  existed  for 
the  males. 

Youth  is  the  only  time  to  educate  the  blind — with  age  the  blind  child's 
sense  of  sight,  which  lies  in  the  cuticle  of  his  fingers  is  deadened,  if  not 
destroyed.  It  is  more  calamitous  to  a  blind  child  to  pass  the  early 
years  in  idleness  than  a  child  with  sight — the  lingers  being  hardened  and 
the  senses  blunted  or  dormant  too  long,  the  child  is  hardly  susceptible 
of  education. 

Music  is  a  prime  feature  of  instruction  for  the  blind — it  is  a  solace, 
leads  to  Culture  in  many  ways.  Hear  these  blind  sing  praises  to  God 
in  beautiful  anthems — can  aught  but  good  spring  therefrom.  Every 
church,  every  race — save  the  Indian — is  represented  in  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  and  yet  all  is  harmony. 

Your  Trustees  now  feel  that  we  must  be  bold  if  we  accomplish  any- 
thing tor  our  charge :  those  whom  God  has  deprived  of,  seemingly,  the 
most  valued  of  man's  gifts — powers  to  discern  and  know  all  that  is  lovely 
in  creation,  so  far  as  human  eye  may  see. 

Cannot  some  of  the  other  great  institutions  of  om1  State,  now  large 
and  prosperous,  defer  their  claims  until  the  unfortunate  blind  are  pro- 
vided for "?  In  every  instance  the  pupils  are  endowed  in  full  measure, 
in  the  institutions  referred  to,  with  all  God's  gifts,  deprived  of  no  sense. 
These  enjoy  higher  privileges  now  than  most  States  give  to  such.  Our 
blind  are  shamefully  neglected,  as  to  the  supply  of  house  room  for  them. 
The  outlay  for  officers  and  teachers  would  be  little  more,  comparatively, 
to  educate  double  the  number  of  those  now  in  the  Institution,  if  other 
things  were  commensurate,  as  proposed. 

Legislators,  we  as  Trustees  have  been  long  in  charge  of  this  Institu- 
tion; we  have  worked  without  pay — this  we  name  because  some  sup- 
pose we  are  salaried  officers.    We  cannot  "lobby"  to  present  this  subject. 
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Legislators,  can  we  arrest  your  attention  ?  Read  this— read  the  re- 
ports of  other  institutions— judge  whether  you  cannot  discriminate 
amongst  the  institutions  craving  your  aid.  Some  demands  on  the  heart 
and  purse  of  a.  State  are  imperative.  We  assume,  the  care  of  the  blind, 
who  must  be  educated  now  or  perish  intellectually,  and  it  may  be  spirit- 
ually, is  imperative. 

Is  it  not  evident  that  time  is  momentous  to  this  Institution?  Put  us 
not  off  then,  for  a  more  convenient  season,  but  defer  some  other  claims, 
sterling,  it  is  true,  but  not  so  pressing  and  indispensable. 

We  close  our  fiscal  year  with  part  of  our  appropriation  for  current 
expenses  on  hand.    All  debts  paid. 

The  sum  of  $20,000,  the  appropriation  per  annum,  for  current  ex- 
penses, if  we  had  more  house  room,  would  educate  and  care  for  more 
pupils.  The  expenses  will  not  increase  in  ratio  with  numbers,  as  the 
Institution  must  keep  and  has  kept  a  corps  of  employees.  With  some 
more  helpers  much  more  could  be  done,  the  number  thereof  not  increas- 
ing with  the  services  which  might  be  given  in  educating  increased  num- 
bers of  pupils.  It  would  be  economy  in  that  sense  to  enlarge  the  Insti- 
tution. 

If  any  cause  exists  at  Jacksonville  to  prevent  the  expenditure  of  more 
money  here  on  buildings,  we  call  for  investigation.  The  water  supply 
lias  been  named  as  an  objection;  if  that  is  not  obviated  then  we,  as  offi- 
cers of  the  State,  say  to  you,  knowing  your  duty,  why  not  act  promptly? 

By  all  means  educate  the  blind  somewhere,  if  not  at  Jacksonville. 

Fire  has  raged  where  the  mighty  lake  and  the  ocean  rolled  in  sight. 
Man  must  provide  the  means  to  adapt  the  water  to  its  purpose,  as  an 
extinguisher.  Cannot  this  be  done  hi  many  localities  now  suffering  for 
want  of  water  ?  Cannot  the  State  as  well  do  it  where  so  many  of  its 
benevolent  institutions  now  exist  as  elsewhere. 

With  the  highest  respect  for  the  Legislature,  we  court  investigation 
into  the  acts  of  all  the  trustees,  past  and  present,  of  this  Institution. 
No  extravagance,  no  defalcation,  no  incurring  of  debt  or  excess  of  ex- 
penditure over  appropriations  has  been  allowed.  Our  hearts  are  in  this 
work,  therefore  we  haAre  spoken  out  plainly.  If  the  Legislature  cannot 
or  will  not  appropriate  money  enough  to  build  all  that  the  character  of 
Illinois  and  her  duty  to  her  blind  children  would  demand,  then  sup- 
pose that  the  appropriation  be  to  build  a  moderate  center — for  a  com- 
plete structure  in  future — the  center  to  cost,  say  $75,000,  or  erect  an- 
other wing  at  the  cost  of  $50,000,  leaving  a  space  for  a  center  building. 
Either  of  these  plans  would  aid  the  Trustees  to  provide  for  more  of  the 
blind  entitled  to  education. 

As  no  chapel  or  large  room  for  public  exhibition  now  exists  in  the 
Institution,  this  necessary  part  would  be  deferred  if  the  foregoing  modi- 
fied plan  is  adopted. 
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The  Legislature  should  act  by  all  means — enlarge  or  remove  the  In- 
stitution. 

Jacksonville  is  healthy.  The  Institution  for  the  Blind  originated  as  a 
favorite  of  the  early  residents  of  this  town.  It  is  here  popular ;  the 
people  are  generous  in  their  appreciation  of  the  Institution.  AVe  do  not 
advise  the  removal. 

The  city  of  Jacksonville,  in  our  opinion,  founded  on  data  furnished 
officially  to  us  by  them,  is  in  good  earnest  as  to  the  building  of  efficient 
water  works,  having  made  large  appropriations  and  having  expended 
about  $1,700,  fixed  her  plan  of  works  and  constructed  a  portion  thereof. 
The  city  has  contracted  for  the  completion  of  said  works  by  the  first  of 
July,  A.  D.  1873,  and  confidently  looks  for  them  to  be  then  complete. 

The  Trustees  are  happy  in  being  able  to  commend  the  officers  and 
employees  of  this  Institution  for  their  efiiciency. 

The  pupils  deserve  our  approval  for  their  general  good  deportment 
and  progress  in  their  proper  studies  and  pursuits. 

We  refer  for  additional  facts  and  more  details  to  the  Report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  this  Institution. 

MAT.  STACY, 
WM.  A.  GrRIMSHAW, 
E.  B.  HAWLEY,  ' 
Trustees. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  custom,  if  not  required  by  posi- 
tive enactment,  I  present  to  you  a  brief  Biennial  Eeport  of  the  Illinois 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

This  is  the  Twelfth  Biennial  Report  which  I  have  had  the  honor  and 
pleasure  of  laying  before  you,  having-  been  called  to  preside  over  this 
Institution  October  1,  1850 — now  twenty-two  years  of  service. 

Brevity  is  a  virtue  I  highly  esteem,  and  endeavor  to  practice,  or  I 
should  be  tempted  to  yield  to  my  feelings  and  enlarge  upon  the  pleasure 
I  have  experienced,  during  these  many  years,  from  the  generous  and 
constant  support,  valuable  aid  and  counsel  of  all  the  Trustees,  in  the 
fulfillment  of  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  my  position. 

I  can  do  no  less  than  refer  with  pride  and  gratification  to  the  fact 
that  during  all  that  time  this  Institution  has  been  free  from  all  annoy- 
ances from  debt;  no  bills  due  have  remained  unpaid  a  single  day,  and 
in  but  two  instances  have  we  been  obliged  to  borrow  means,  or  antici- 
pate appropriations,  thanks  to  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature,  and  the 
prudence  of  the  Trustees. 

In  the  full  tide  of  prosperity,  when  the  Institution  was  fulfilling  the 
designs  of  its  founders,  in  April,  1809,  the  building  occupied  by  the  In- 
stitution took  fire  in  the  attic  from  a  defective  Hue,  and  was  destroyed. 

From  various  causes,  the  most  prominent  of  which  was  a  deficient 
supply  of  water,  the  Legislature  declined  to  make  appropriations  for 
rebuilding,  and  we  have  been  necessitated  to  accommodate  ourselves  to 
the  situation,  and  do  what  was  possible  with  the  means  in  our  power. 
On  mature  consideration,  it  was  decided  to  be  most  conducive  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Blind  to  receive  as  many  as  the  buildings  could  accom- 
modate without  injury  to  health,  and  give  such  instruction  in  literature, 
music,  and  handicraft,  as  the  limited  space  at  our  command  would  per- 
mit. We  have  pursued  this  policy,  we  hope,  with  much  benefit  to  our 
pupils,  although  it  has  not  been  unattended  with  difficulties,  the  space, 
occupied  by  our  school  not  being  one-third  of  what  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  efficient  instruction  of  the  Blind  of  the  State. 
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During  the  two  years  just  passed,  since  my  last  report,  tlie  various 
classes  in  the  school  have  given  gratifying- evidence  of  progress  in  their 
studies.  The  elementary  class,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Alice  Ehoads 
and  Miss  Greenleaf,  numbers  among  its  members  some  bright  little 
minds,  that  bid  fair,  with  care  and  attention,  to  improve  rapidly  and  do 
credit  to  themselves  and  the  faithfulness  and  efficiency  of  their  teach- 
ers. 

In  the  intermediate  class,  Miss  Maginnis,  by  faithful  drill,  still  fur- 
ther prepares  the  pupils  to  enter  upon  new  and  advanced  studies. 

The  advanced  class,  under  the  able  instruction  of  Prof.  Loomis,  is 
larger  this  year  than  ever  before,  and  the  majority  of  the  pupils  younger 
than  those  heretofore  promoted.  Under  his  tuition  and  watchful  care 
we  hope  the  true  meaning  of  education  will  be  to  a  large  extent  real- 
ized— the  leading  out  of  dormant  faculties,  rather  than  crowding  the 
memory  with  non  essential  technicalities.  The  amount  of  time  neces- 
sary for  thorough  instruction  of  the  Blind  in  any  branch  being  so  great, 
almost  all  instruction  being  of  necessity  oral,  we  are  limited  somewhat 
in  the  variety  of  subjects  pursued.  Our  first  class,  however,  devotes 
itself  to  the  study  of  English  Grammar  and  Rhetoric,  History,  Natural 
Philosophy,  Arithmetic,  Algebra  and  Geometry. 

In  Music — one  of  the  greatest  boons  kind  Providence  has  vouchsafed 
to  the  Blind — our  pupils  are  being  trained  satisfactorily.  Under  the 
well  known  ability  of  Prof.  Wimmerstedt,  as  a  teacher,  some  are  attain- 
ing a  good  degree  of  skill  in  the  management  of  the  voice,  while  others 
are  devoting  themselves  assiduously  to  overcoming  the  mechanical  dif- 
ficulties of  the  piano,  with  such  advantages  as  the  limited  nature  of  our 
apartments  enable  us  to  furnish  them,  the  want  of  space  being  felt 
most  seriously  in  our  musical  department.  Our  orchestra,  too,  under 
the  instruction  and  leadership  of  Miss  Alice  Pdioads,  has  won  many 
laurels  for  steady  advancement. 

The  Handicraft  Department,  in  charge  of  Mr.  George  C.  Guthrie,  is 
confined  in  rooms  so  small  for  the  purpose  that  we  labor  under  many 
disadvantages  in  teaching  the  various  trades  available  to  the  Blind,  and 
therefore  cannot  engage  in  all  that  might  be  of  benefit.  The  shop  for- 
merly appropriated  to  this  purpose  we  are  obliged  now  to  use  in  great 
measure  for  dormitories. 

Having  no  rooms  in  which  to  receive  new  pupils,  I  have  sedulously 
refrained  from  bringing  the  Institution  before  public  notice,  so  as  not  to 
excite  hopes  of  education  in  the  Blind  to  be  dashed  by  an  inability  to 
receive  them  when  they  should  apply. 

The  Legislature  has  been  appealed  to,  since  the  fire,  for  appropria- 
tions for  rebuilding,  and  with  its  accustomed  interest  in  the  education 
of  the  Blind,  has  been  ready  to  respond  immediately  and  favorably,  but 
for  the  deficient  supply  of  water. 
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Last  year  the  dearth  of  water  became  so  excessive,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  a  sufficient  supply  so  great,  that  Superintendent  Gillett  and 
the  Trustees  of  that  Institution,  with  their  usual  ability  and  energy, 
devised  and  erected  M  ater-works  at  small  cost,  which  furnished  a  full 
supply  of  pure  water,  and  this  Institution  is  now  indebted  to  their  lib- 
erality for  a  portion  of  its  present  supply. 

The  city  of  Jacksonville  is  now  prosecuting  with  great  energy  the 
erection  of  extensive  water-works — one  hundred  thousand  dollars  hav- 
ing been  voted  by  the  city  for  the  purpose,  and  a  considerable  portion 
already  expended.  Engineers  of  the  highest  rank  endorse  the  method 
pursued,  and  Jacksonville,  a  prairie  town,  will  soon  be  supplied  with  a 
sufficiency  of  the  best  water — water  better  than  that  of  most  of  the 
rivers  of  the  west. 

Thus  the  great  objection  to  rebuilding  is  removed,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture will  probably  appropriate  sufficient  funds  to  enable  this  Institution 
to  rebuild,  and  continue  the  even  tenor  of  its  way,  receiving  and  edu- 
cating all  of  this  class  which  arouses  the  sympathy  of  every  heart. 

Respectfully, 

JOSHUA  RHOADS, 
Nov.  30,  1872,  Superintendent. 


BIENNIAL  REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


D.  S.  DAVENPORT,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Illinois  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 


1872.  Nov.  30 


1672.  Nov.  30 


DR. 


To  balance  from  last  report  

To  cash  received  on  Auditor's  wan-ants. 
To  cash  sales  and  receipts  


CR. 


By  cash  paid  on  orders  of  Board. 
Balance  in  treasury  


Totals. 


61,  818  51 
30,250  00 
600  42 


838,674  93 


636.  479  02 
2, 195  91 


638,  674  93 


Abstract  of  Expenditures  for  two  years,  ending  November  30,  1872. 


Provisions  

Building  and  repairs  

Work  department  

Salaries  

"Wages  and  labor   

Furniture  

Music  and  instruments  

Corn  and  Hay  

Stoves  and  tin  ware  

Gas  light  

Smithing  and  repairs  

Postage.  

Physician  four  years  and  medicine. 

Books  and  maps  

Insurance   


$8,  960  77 
2,012  96 
954  96 
11,  740  95 
4,293  40 
1,100  51 
1,  086  20 
442  93 
247  00 
329  90 
313  65 
81  80 
1,  089  00 
466  38 
395  00 


{Sat4::::::::: 

Expenses  of  Trustee. 

Scales  

Hauling  water  

Horses,  carriages,  etc 

Printing  

Copying  census  , 

Washing  machine  

Clothing  

Engraving  

Passages  , 

Miscellaneous  

Total  for  two  years 


6452  05 
685  21 

81  70 
305  00 
139  65 
481  45 

68  25 
125  00 

50  00 
115  90 

30  00 

33  25 
395  55 


636,  479  02 


LIST  OF  PUPILS, 

DECEMBER  1,  1872. 


Names. 


Hiram  Virgin  

Edward  M.  Middleton. . 

Mary  Fitzgerald  

Lorenzo  D.  Dillard  

Willie  Jaquess  

John  Gerhard  

Recka  Heuing  

Henry  Gongle  

Emily  J.  Peoples  

James  Moy  

Benjamin  F.  Towner. .. 

Conrad  Eckert  

Mary  Bryant  

Hattie  Corser  

Joseph  Grouse  

Carrie  Crouse  

Elizabeth  Bagshy  

Ludele  Macpherson  

Lucy  Cobb  

George  Euebel  

Ada  Bell  

Frankie  Craven  

"Willie  J.  Woodward... 

Harry  Smith  

Sarah  E.  Henry  

Isaac  11.  Garner  

Frederica  Spillinan  

Henry  J.  Tosh  

Alfred  Stafford  

Josephine  Krier  

Jacob  Egler  

Finis  Tecker  

Phebe  Algina  Coakley 

Mahala  J.  Gard  

Catharine  A.  Peister. .. 
Addie  Luella  Nichols  . . 

Levester  Cole  

Lewis  Tosh  

Lucy  Nichols  

Emma  Searle  

Mary  Jane  Kelly  

Mary  Alice  Vinyard. . . 

Michel  Schncck  

Lucy  K.  Lee  

J.  Edgar  Reynolds  

Lorenzo  D.  Orcutt  

Mary  C.  Ruhl  

Joannette  Snmner  

Win.  John  Edwards  

Ellen  Mulholland  

Lucinda  Harris  

Adolphus  Penrod  

Mary  Cath.  Smith  

Binna  Halle  Geer  

EUen  Fitzgerald  

Georgiana  Phelps  

Mary  A.  Winn  

Joanna  Lock  


Counties. 


St.  Clair... 

Geeeu  

Alexander . 
Macoupin. . 

McLean  

Monroe  

Cook  

Stephenson 
Macoupin. . 

Morgan  

Champaign 
LaSalle 

Cook  

Lake  

Sangamon  . 

Putnam  

Morgan .... 

Jersey  

Champaign 

Cook  

Morgan  

DeKalb.... 

Morgan  

Logan   

Tazewell  . . 

Cook  ...... 

Lee  

Lake  

Lee  

Fulton  

Henry  

Bureau  

Jefferson  .. 
Macoupin. . 

Jasper  

Fulton  

Pulaski  

Gallatin  . . . 
LaSalle 

Carroll  

Adams  

Sangamon  . 
Champaign 
Lawrence. . 
Cook  

Marion  

Vermilion  . 
LaSalle  .... 

Stark  

Alexander. 
Sangamon  . 

Mercer  

Adams  


Cause  of  Blindness. 


Accident  at  3  years  

Congenital  

Belladonna  

Gun  shot  

Soro  eyes  

Congenital  

Scrofula   

Accident  

Congenital  

Scrofula  at  9  years  

' '        8  years  

Congenital  

Sore  eyes  at  7  years  

Eating  gympson  

Inflammation  in  infancy. . 
Congenital  

Inflammation  in  infancy. . 
ii  ii 

Scrofula  at  7  years  

Opthalmia  

Inflammation  at  20 years. 

' '  12  years. 

"  5  years. 

1 '  3  years. 

Scarlet  fever  .".  

Inflammation  at  9  years. . 

Accident  

Amaurosis  

Scrofula  at  9  years  

' '         5  years  

Congenital  

Fell  in  firo  

Sore  eyes  

Congenital  

Sore  eyes  

Small  pox.  

Inflammation  

Cataract  

Lime  in  oyea  

Measles  

From  a  fall  

Congenital  

Inflammation  at  14  years. 

Ulcer  on  cornea  

Small  pox  

Inflammation  at  9  years.. 

Scarlet  fever  

Congenital  

Liflammation  in  infancy. . 
Congenital  
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Names. 


Harvey  Irving  Carpenter 

Isaac  N.  Grose  

David  Allen  Coulter  — 

Small  E.  Vvrighi  

Robert  Martin  

Win.  Newborn  

Moses  Driseoll  

Elijah  Hcistand  


Cotinties. 


Champaign  . 
"Washington 

Peoria  

Vermilion  . . 

Moultrie  

Warren  

Hancock  

Williamson . 


Cause  of  Blindness. 


Scarlet  fever  

"  at  5  years. . 

Neuralgia  

Inflammation  in  infancy 

Congenital  

Kicked  by  a  horse  

Inflammation  

Neuralgia  


Pupils — 33  males — 33  females — Total  C6. 


DONATIONS, 

State  Jouknal,  Springfield  (weekly). 
Missouri  Retuhlican,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (weekly). 
Jacksonville  Jouknal,  Jacksonville  (weekly). 
Rock  Island  Ahgus,  Rock  Island  (weekly). 
Qdtjscy  Whig,  Quincy  (weekly). 


NOTICE  TO  APPLICANTS, 


Letters  on  business  of  the  Institution  should  be  directed  to  Dr. 
Joshua  Ehoads,  Superintendent,  Jacksonville,  Morgan  county,  Illinois. 

The  scholars  of  Illinois  will  be  provided  with  boarding,  washing,  etc., 
at  the  expense  of  the  Institution.  Their  friends  will  only  be  required  to 
supply  them  with  proper  clothing,  and  to  be  at  the  expense  of  their 
traveling  to  and  from  the  Institution. 

No  blind  person  should  ever  be  brought  to  the  Institution  as  a  pupil, 
before  a  letter  of  admission  has  been  received  from  the  Superintendent. 

In  every  application  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  answers  are  to  be 
given  to  the  following  questions.  If  they  are  carefully  and  correctly 
answered,  and  the  replies  forwarded  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Insti- 
tution at  Jacksonville,  the  relatives  or  friends  of  the  applicant  will  be 
informed  by  the  Superintendent,  whether  he  or  she  can  be  admitted, 
and,  if  admitted,  at  what  time. 

* 

QUESTIONS. 

1.  What  is  the  name,  age  and  residence  of  the  applicant! 

2.  Who  is  the  nearest  friend,  and  to  what  post-office  should  a  reply 
be  sent  ? 

3.  At  what  age  did  the  applicant  become  blind,  and  from  what 
cause  ? 

4.  Is  the  applicant  totally  blind,  or  what  degree  of  sight  does  he  or 
she  possess1? 

5.  What  instruction  has  the  applicant  received  % 

6.  Has  the  applicant  been  a  pupil  of  a  similar  institution?  If  so, 
of  what  institution  ?  and  how  long  ? 

7.  Is  the  applicant  of  sound  health,  and  of  sufficient  mental  and 
bodily  capacity  to  receive  instruction '? 

8.  Who  will  provide  clothing  for  the  applicant,  and  take  charge  of 
him  or  her  dining  the  vacation  ? 


t 


